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2020 Annual General Meeting of Literary Arts Windsor: Promotion, Performance, Publishing. 

Date: August 20, 2020    Time: 6:30 pm  

Online Via Zoom (apologies to those who had technical difficulties joining us).  

Please note that this meeting was recorded for internal record keeping only. Thanks to Palimpsest Press for 

use of their Zoom account.  

Present: Zoom participants. Chaired by Sarah Jarvis (note taker).  

Regrets: Jack Sullens 

I. Financials Report by Janice Hogan – given at the start of the meeting because of time constraints. 

Janice presented the 2019 financial statement as prepared by Gordon Lee accountants.  

i. 50% of HST is recovered 

ii. Membership amount is up thanks to a few individual donations. Numbers of 

renewals and membership fees.  

iii. Canada Council for the Arts grant was not awarded last year. 

iv. Query – requested that Municipal sponsorship not be listed as the City of Windsor’s 

ACHF fund as that is a specific grant.  

v. Jan offered to that the sponsorship income and expenses be broken out further to 

map future needs. Requested by Colleen to ensure that we know which items are 

being included.  

1. Note: Janice did try to send updates and rejoin the meeting, but we had 

come to a close by then. Updated financial details were distributed to the 

Board and can be sent to members on request.  

2. Jan and Sarah to review categories for break out.  

3. Financial report approval – moved by Colleen Mitchell and seconded by 

TeaJai Travis. Carried.  

 

II. Poetry Reading by Amina Abdulle. Introduced by TeaJai Travis. Many thanks to Amina for a 

wonderful, thought-provoking live (via Zoom) reading. Thanked by TeaJai and Sarah Jarvis 

 

III. Election of Recording Secretary. As Aimee Dunn was running the Zoom meeting, Sarah requested 

her to stand as the Recording Secretary, although notes would be written up by Sarah. Nominated by 

Peter Hrastovec, Seconded by Johanna Foster. Carried 

 

IV. Approve 2019 AGM Minutes = Moved by Johanna Foster, seconded by Colleen Mitchell. Carried. 

 

V. Annual Reports: 

a. BookFest / Festival du Livre update by Colleen Mitchell, chair, Planning Committee.  

i. Looking forward to our 20
th
 Anniversary next year.  

ii. Colleen Mitchell announced that BookFest/Festival du livre Windsor 2020 will be 

held entirely online this year. “BookFest has not gone down with Covid!” Thanks to 

grants from Canada Council and Canadian Heritage. Looking forward to using this 

online format to build audiences for next year. 
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iii. The Festival committee is structured with sub-committees with three chairs: Irene 

Moore Davis, Programming; Rebecca Rivard, Promotion; Hospitality, vacant (and 

null this year because of no in-person appearances). Thanks to all on these 

committees. Members are encouraged to help with any aspects of the Festival 

planning and presentation.  

iv. Irene Moore Davis gave an overview of the schedule this year, local launches, with 

headline authors from across Canada, including best-selling Canadian journalist and 

activist, Desmond Cole.  

1. Some authors may not have been available in person, so the online format 

has helped to attract new authors 

b. President’s Report by Sarah Jarvis – See below.  

c. Membership updates – changes – Jack Sullens and former board member Greg DeHetre had 

suggested updates to the “perks” of memberships, which would need to be approved by an 

AGM and or a meeting of the general membership. As none of the Festival events will have 

charges to the public this year, and Jack Sullens was unavailable, this item was postponed 

until the next general membership meeting.  

d. Reports approved: Johanna Foster, Seconded by Peter Hrastovec. Carried.  

VI. Nomination and Election of Officers for 2020 Board. Proposed new directors Emily Anderson and 

Wes Foster invited to introduce themselves. Both are keen literary promoters.  

 

President: Sarah Jarvis: elected 2019 to 2022 (also cheque signer) 

Treasurer: Ninia Sotto nominated by TeaJai Travis, seconded by Colleen Mitchell. Elected to 2023.  

Recording Secretary: Aimee Dunn – director elected to 2022 

Directors: up to six more 
Directors to 2020: Peter Hrastovec (has kindly agreed to stand for a second term)  

Directors to 2021: Terrance Travis (also cheque signer) 

Directors to 2022: Aimee Dunn, Rebecca Rivard, Jack Sullens 

Directors to 2023: Emily Anderson: nominated by Aimee Dunn. seconded by Rebecca Rivard.  Elected to 

2023.  

Discretionary three additional directors elected at AGM:  
One Director to 2021: Colleen Mitchell, BookFest Windsor chair 

Director to 2023: Wes Foster, nominated by Emily Anderson and seconded by Peter Hrastovec.  

One additional discretionary position open.  

Thanks to Greg DeHetre who has stepped down as treasurer and to the board members.  

 

Other:  

1. Thanks to Erika Holinsky for helping to transfer the Members’ list to a spreadsheet. Apologies to 

members who had technical issues logging in to the meeting. We are working to smooth the process 

for the Festival.  

2. Mention to new member Stephanie Barnhard, who is President of Windsor Endowment of the Arts. 

For the record, we have funds for the Jean Foster Award in their trust account. Sarah and Stephanie 

to connect to locate records and updates.  

3. After the election, member Susan McLeod asked that all the current board members be introduced, 

which was appreciated as this online format does not easily allow for distinguishing participants! 

Motion to adjourn: Aimee Dunn, seconded by Johanna Foster.  
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Our Festival will be online this year from October 15 - 18! Tune in for updates and registration information.  

While we rely on government grants to pay our authors and other expenses to produce our events, support 

from the community is key. If you can support us by renewing your membership fee, every bit helps!  
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President’s  Report 

The past year has been one of changes for Literary Arts Windsor – Lenore Langs stepped down at the end of 

her term as President of Literary Arts Windsor, and it’s hard to imagine this organization without her. I was 

aware of her efforts and generosity – as a founder of BookFest Windsor, and as the chair of BookFest, but it 

was not until I stepped into her shoes as president that I understood the full scope of her role over the past 

two decades. I pay tribute to her, as I do all of our founders and long-serving former board members Anne 

Beer and Johanna Foster. For all that Lenore did, Anne and Johanna supported in countless ways, and I 

thank them.  

I am delighted that Colleen Mitchell has taken over my former role as BookFest Windsor chair. She learned 

on the run, having joined late in the year, and has succeeded in tactfully and successfully bringing in changes 

that gave us a successful Festival last year. Under her leadership, she is sharing practices so that more people 

can understand and indeed, shed new light on - the various roles and tasks that it takes to mount an 

internationally recognized literary festival year after year. Thanks to all the committee members.  

I thank the Board members, too, for sharing their time and knowledge as we not only look to exciting new 

directions for the organization, but now, looking to new ways to safely and accessibly share literary events in 

this new age of physical distancing.  

This year, the Board has adopted a new organizational output that will hopefully allow an efficient delivery 

of our goals. I can post a visual for everyone, but in short, the Board oversees all Financials, including grants 

and contracts, fundraising, and facilities, while the Festival committee undertakes promotion, author 

communication, and Festival programming.  

Generally the Board has met monthly, and we are required by our By-Laws to meet at least three times a 

year in between the AGM. Board members should take out our nominal membership fee, and are asked to 

attend at least one meeting in three – not missing three meetings in a row without medical or other 

extenuating circumstances.  

The Board also has a role in producing and promoting smaller literary events during the year. In the past, this 

has included workshops, sometimes in partnership with other organizations such as Arts Council Windsor 

Essex and Sho Arts, and organizing a local writers showcase in Willistead Manor at Art in the Park, which 

was of course, cancelled this year. I look forward to hearing new ideas for such events, subject to our budget. 

These are also great events to help promote BookFest / Festival du livre Windsor throughout the year.  

We are pleased to have received three government grants this year: from Canadian Heritage, a two-year 

Canadian Arts & Heritage Fund of $7000 per year until next year, a $5000 grant from Canada Council for 

the Arts to put the Festival online, create videos to celebrate Literary Arts Windsor and the Festival, and to 

promote next year’s 20
th
 Anniversary Festival via a contract with a local media company. We also were 

awarded a grant from the Ontario Arts Council, but in an unusual move during an unusual year, we elected 

to defer those funds until next year as we will not be paying for author travel and accommodation, nor for 

venues. Next year will be very competitive for organizations seeking funding as they – hopefully! – ramp 

back up for in-person events, so we will be looking once again for corporate sponsorship.  

Lastly, the board also administers the Jean Foster Award, named after a late manager at Windsor Public 

Library and fierce champion of BookFest Windsor. This is an annual young writers’ essay writing contest. 

I’m delighted that this year, we had many worthy entrants, and I thank our judges, Lenore Langs and Greg 

and Katie DeHetre for their time. This year’s theme was “Finding Hope in a Book,” and the winners are: Leo 

Qi in our 16-21 age group and Habiba Abdullaahi in the Age 15 and under group. I’ll be contacting them 

soon – they will be receiving prizes of $350 each. We hope to have a virtual prize-giving and reading by 

Zoom or Facebook Live in September.  

Thank you all again, and I welcome new voices to our board to help us reach our goals for next year, and 

head in new and exciting directions in programming and supporting literary arts both locally and regionally.  


